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g vas deliver d in the common 
BE courſe of my preaching, ſome 
gears s fince, without the leaſt thought 
of making it thus publick z and Fo 

tranſcript of it wou'd have ſatisfy d 


_ the perſon, at whoſe defire it is now 


printed; it bad frill been confin'd to _ 
a narrow compaſs. The ſubje& of it 


is practical, and of general concern- 
ment; and I confeſs that hath been 
an inducement” to comply with my 


friend's requeſt. I was defired o- 


make ſome additions to thoſe parts, 
which before had been ſpoken to 2 


in general; and to this it is * 
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Io the Reavew 
that I have exceeded the ordinary 
limits of a ſermon. I ſuppoſe I need 


not make an apology for ſuch alter- 
_ ations, as any one wou d be inclin d 


to make, when he is oblig d to tron- 
| feribe for the proſe. I bope ibis a. 


wn oh bath already been uſeful to 
and if by being ſpread futther, 
rh Bod find it makes ſuitable im- 


Preſſont upon others; it will afferd 
me a N which I n nur e con- 


ceal, or  aifgu yes 
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HER Xii. 9, 10. 


Bn we have. Bad Fa 

of our fleſh which correfted u, 
and we gave them reverence: 1 
Hall we not much rather be in 
ſubjeftion to: the father F ſpirits, 
ad live? Fur they verily fora 
few days chaſten d us, after their 
own pleaſure; but he for our 
<0 that we 1 be parker 5 


: — 4 convince us goers we are liable 

2 great variety of afflictions. And fince 
the nigh" eee _— 
_ cording to our degrees of preſent ſupport, 
and the ſuture effects which we apprehend 
oy will ware z it muſt be of -fervice to 8 


28 
, confider by what inethods we may be beſt 
ptepared for them, and upheld under them, 
and how they may be improv'd ſo as to 
iſſue in our final advantage. 

H REIN the antient Philoſophers have 


offer d their aſſiſtance, but many of the 


arguments which they have made uſe of 
have been too liable to exception, to have 
any great force upon the common people; 
whatever influence they might have upon 


' + themſelves. And after all they have ſaid, 


or cou'd ſay upon this ſubject; it will appear 
that divine revelation alone can fully recon- 
cile us to the incumbrances of our preſent 
ſtate. The account which it gives of the 
relation between God and us, of the glorious 
perfections which he diſplays in the govern- 
ment of the world, and the proviſion which 
he hath in a particular manner made for 
his faithful ſervants; tends to reconcile us 
to all our ſufferings. Tho, in reſpect of 

his boundleſs power and dominion, he may 
+ afflit us according to his pleaſure ; yer as 

he is too happy to need our miſery, ſo he is 
too wiſe and good to preſcribe any methods 
of avoiding evil, and obtaining happineſs, 
which have not a direct N to pro- 
mote theſe ends. | 3 
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TAE author of this ep iftle is here arming. 
the Hebrews againſt the bad effects of thoſe 
ſufferings which they lay under the weight _ 


of, or had juſt reaſon to fear were coming 
upon them. And one argument which he 
makes uſe of for this end, is the example 


of our bleſſed Saviour, who for the joy that 
vas ſet before him, endured the croſs, deſpifing 
the ſhame ; and is ſet down at the right hand 


of the throne of God. He preſſeth them to 


conſider him who endured ſuch contradittion of 
ſinners againſt himſelf, leſt they Ae be” ; 


wearied, and faint in their way, 1. 


ANOTHER argument of * under 


their afflictions is drawn from the neceſſity 
of them, according to the wiſe laws and 


rules of paternal government: Whom the 


Lord loveth he chaſtens, and ſcourgeth every ſon 
whom he receiveth. | Tf ye endure chaſtning, 
God dealeth with you as ith ſons; for what 
ſon is he whom. the father chaſteneth not? 
But if ye be without chaſtiſement, whereof all 


are partakers ;, then are 0 baſtards, and as 


ſons 2. 
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diſcourſe ; where we are inform'd how much 
greater reafon there is to ſubmit to the cor- 
rections of our heavenly father, than to the 
chaſtiſements of our earthly parents. 
In treating upon theſe eg I ſhall 
paid the following method ; 


1 you what * of ubjettion or 
9 it is that we owe to our 5 
K ee n. be correffs us. ak 


Ama ere eeepc 
Here made uſe of to inforce this duty ou 


"as, en us to it. 


f: 


; ſt 11. Procecd ts the 25 
"of the ſubjet. 


1K I ſhall inform you what ny Abende | 


or or ſubmiſſon it is that ve owe to W 
len when be correfts us. 
I apprehend that ſubjection to God, in the 
oper ſenſe of the word, denores obedience 
to his declared will, and reſpects him as our 
legiſlator. But by ſubjection, in this place, 
'T underſtand ſubmiſſion to his providential 
Adlcͤealings, which conſiders him as our go- 
= yernor. Perſons _ be ſaid to ſubmit a 
1 1 2 | | '- Þ | 
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3 70 
"2M divine providence, when they bear all 
conditions and events with ſach apprehen- 
ſions, diſpoſitions, and outward deportment z. 
as are ſuitable to the relation they ſtand in 
to God, and the circumſtances” are 
placed in here. The duty which is here 
required of us, doth not ſuppoſe that we 
muſt be inſenſible of our afflictions, or that 
it is unlawful to deſire or endeavour a free- 
dom from them. A ſenſe of evil is un- 
avoidable, and ſo is the deſire of deliverance 
from it. But then we muſt carefully avoid 
all murmurings and complaints againſt ts 
governour of the world, all revengeful 1 
thoughts againſt the inſtruments of our 
fufferings, and all irregular courſes, in order =o 
to extricate ourſelves from our trouble. 
Previous to this ſubmiſſion, chers 
muſt be a firm perſuaſion that nothing befalls 1 
us but by God's direction, or permiſſion-. 
That all events of providence, how contrary 
ſoever to our expectations or wiſhes, are per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the divine attribute: 
And there muſt alſo be a ſenſe or appre- 
huenſion of the relation we ſtand in to God, 
as our father. Theſe three particulars being 
neceffarily preſuppos d, in order to a dus 
ſubmiſſion; I ſhall ſpeak to them diſtinctl/, 
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] They 

1. There muſt be @ firm perſuaſion that 10. 
3 befalls us but by God's Kin or 
permiſſion. 

Ix we. are fully convinced _ he hath 
the government of the world in his own 
hands, and is poſleſs'd of thoſe perfections 
which fully qualify him for it; we cannot 
well doubt of this. The notion which we 
have of providence, doth not only ſuppoſe 
the agency of the divine being; but that 
he acts without controul, hat there is no 
Wiſdom, nor underſtanding, nor counſel againſt 


lim. Tbe Lord of hoſts hath purpoſed (faith 


the prophet) and who ſhall diſanul it? his 
hand is fliretched out, and who ſhall turn it 
back 1? Without this ſuppoſition, our ſub- 
miſſion cannot be abſolute and unlimited ; 
for an abſolute and unlimited ſubmiſſion is 
only owing to a being, who 1 is e to 
all other beings. 

As to thoſe afflictions ien we ſuffer 
from men, and which their fins are the 
'  pccafion of, tho' they cou'd not have hap- 
pen'd without God's ſufferance, yet it is not 
inconſiſtent with any of his perfections, to 
permit them to fall upon us; becauſe it is 
not inconſiſtent with thoſe perfections, to 


a 10 . _ X # — 6 a 2 
2 Ii. xiv. 27. 5 


permit creatures, who are endow'd with 

liberty, to uſe it, tho' they uſe it to bad 
| purpoſes. Nor are we to think it ſtrange, 
that the divine being is ſpoken of as the 
author of ſuch evils as theſe, ſince he is 
frequently ſaid to do things, in ſcripture, 
when he only ſuffers them to be done, and 
doth not reſtrain that power by which crea- 
tures do them. Since thoſe afflictions there- 
fore. which we ſuffer, on account of the 
ſins of others, cannot happen to us without 
God's permiſſion, we are obliged to ſubmit 
to them. And this may not improperly be 
call'd ſubmiſſion to God, ſince it is an act 
of homage done to him, who permits no- 
thing but what is conſiſtent with his 
own perfections, and the wiſe laws of 


government. | 
2. This fubmiſſon ſuppojeth an unftights 
belief, that all events of providence,- how com- 
trary ſoever to our expettations or wiſhes, are 
fully confiſtent with the divine per fections. 
Tux x (exerciſe of power, without regard 
— the nature and fitneſs of things, wou'd 
be tyranny; anda ſubmiſſion to it, only the 
ſubmiſſion of ſlaves, who are under the 
ſtrong influence of fear. Nor cou d there 


be ** ſufficient foundation for a filial ſub- 8 
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== Whenever therefore this appears to be the 


"4 12 1 
miſſion to God, on account of what we 
ſuffer from him; if our ſufferings were in- 
conſiſtent with his wiſdom, goodneſs, faith- 
fulneſs, &c. But ic is manifeſt that his 
dealings with us, are not liable to any ſuch 
imputation; for as our chaſtiſements never 


exceed our ſinful deſerts, neither as to their 


kind, degree, or continuance, ſo they are 
calculated to anſwet very wiſe and good 
purpoſes, with reſpect to our ſelves, and 
others. 

Tuc“ it is not the * deſign of 
providence in all things to proportion mens 
afflictions to their offences, yet whoever 
conſiders, as he ought, the number and 
aggravations of his own ſins, and the near 
relation between them and miſery; need 
not be ſurpriz'd at, and ſhou'd not be diſ- 
pleaſed with the ſupreme governor, on ac- 


count of the calamities which befall him. 


Shall a living man complain,'a man for the 

puniſhment of his fin? Beſide, it often hap- 
pens that the puniſhments, which the chil- 
dren of men undergo, tread upon the heels 
of thoſe tranſgreſſions which they have 
been guilty of, and appear; to be the na- 
tural and unavoidable conſequence thereof. 


caſe, 


Tar 


4. ſuch offenders have abundant reaſan 
to ſuppreſs and ſtifle their complaints, and 


accept the-puniſhment of their - imquities. 


AN p tho' many calamities, which good 
men ſuffer, are the conſequence of, and ſeem 


to be inflicted upon them, by others, for 
their allegiance and loyalty to the fupreme 
governour; yet the wiſe ends that are an- 


ſwer'd thereby, are a proof both of God's 


. wiſdom, and love, even to thoſe who are 


the ſufferers. Theſe are means of exciting 


in them that faith and hope, that patience 
and truſt, which they owe to their maker; 
and render them meet for the future enjoy- 
ment of him: Ie are in heavineſs (faith 
St. Peter) that the tryal of your faith may 
be found unto praiſe, and honour, and glory, 
at the appearance of Jeſus Chriſt 1. 
Ix we conſider matters in this view, we 


ſhall evidence our ſubmiſſion to the ſupreme 


being, by vindicating him in all his pro- 
ceedings. But if we fret qgainſt the Lord, 
if we pretend to call him to account fot 
what he doth, and charge him. fooliſhly, as 
if we had ſuffer d injuries. at his hands, 


chis will not be to behave as dutiful chil- 
dren towards a tender 0 who is 3 Cor. 8 


” 1 Pet. i. 6, 5. 


LES 1 
refting them in wiſdom and faithfulneſs; 
but as a rebellious offspring. It will not be 
to be ſubject to him, but to diſpute his 
pleaſure; and inſtead of acquitting him, to 
accuſe his proceedings, and paſs an un- 
righteous and inſolent cenſure upon them. 
3. This ſubmiſſion doth alſo pre- ſuppoſe a 
ſenſe or apprehenſion of the relation we tand 


in to God, as our father. 
Tux ſubmiſſion here required, is that 


of children to their father, and as this is 
a more near and endearing relation than 
'thoſe of ſovereigns and ſubjects, maſters and 
ſervants; it calls for a greater degree of 
eſteem, and reverence. This title of father, 
is applicable to God on more accounts than 
one. He is not only ſo, in as far as he 
hath produced us and brought us into being, 
bur alſo on account of that ſpiritual life, - 
which we receive from him; for we are 
Bis workmanſhip, created in Ch riſt Jeſus unto 
god works, This may probably be the 
chief reaſon, why the ſupreme being is here 
call'd the father of ſpirits; which expreſſion 
will be conſider'd hereafter. And we ſhall 
ſee a further foundation for this relation, if 
| "we conſider that he hath adopted us into 
the number of his children, and given us 
3 | __ 5 a 
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a title to a future everlaſting inheritance. 


And it may be of ſervice to us, if we wou'd 


fully underſtand the nature of that ſub- 
miſſion of which I am ſpeaking, to have an 
eye to theſe different acceptations of the 
word ; becauſe all of them tend to promote 
the dury which is here. required. If he 
produced us out of nothing, if he hath re- 
ſtored us to his loſt image, if by the influ- 
ence of his ſpirit, the inſtructions of his 
word, and the diſcipline of his providence; 
he is preparing and making us meer for a 
ſtate of endleſs happineſs; we have the 
ſtrongeſt inducements to ſubmit to him. 


Having ſhew'd you, in theſe parti- 


culars, what the ſubmiſſion ſpoken of in 
the Text ſuppoſeth; I now proceed to in- 
form you what it includes in it. And theſe 
four things ſeem to be included, PAT i- 
'ENCE, RESIGNATION, REYOR- 
MAT ION, and TRUST. | 
THAT PATIENCE, of which I am 


no ſpeaking, hath a reſpe& to preſent 


evils, and fignifies a quiet and cheerful ſuf- 


fering of all thoſe afflictions, which our 


heavenly father ſhall think fit to lay upon 
us; without murmuring at them, or at- 


tempring a releaſe from chem * any un- Ll 
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[ 16] : 
juſtifiable methods. Holy Fob was ſo far 
maſter of himſelf, under — croud of evils 
which preſs d upon him, as to cry out: 
Sball we receive good at the hands of God, 
and ſhall we not receive evil 1? The devour 
Pſalmiſt, when encompaſs'd around with 
calamities, was dumb, and open d not his 
mouth, in any ſinful complaints; becauſe the 
Lord had done it 2. And the afflicted church 
of God was brought to this reſolution: I 
will bear the indignation of the Lord, becauſe 
T have finn'd againſt bim. The like conduct 
appear to be highly reaſonable in our- 
ſelves, whatever light we conſider matters 
in. If we are conſider'd as men, who are 
born to trouble; we ſhou'd be ſatisfy d to bear 
the common burden of our natures. If we 
are look d upon as patients, who ſtand in 
need of affliction; we ought to ſubmit to 
the medicine which is neceſſary to cure us. 
Or if we look upon our ſelves as offenders, 
we ought ſubmiſſively to endure the puniſh- 
ment of our iniquities. | 
- RESIGNATION is alſo included i in 
the notion of ſubmiſſion. This is founded 
upon the ſuppoſition of our being God's 
nee and his mare. an abſolute right 
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to to üs; and indeci we © Bs his, : ap 2 
we are our own. As this confideration diſ-- 
covers the equity and reaſonableneſs of de- 
voting our ſelves wholly to him, ſo it ſhews. 
with What ſafety and advantage We may 
do it; becauſe he can not be unconcern d 
about, or unmindful of what is his wn. 
With this ſuggeſtion he encourag'd the 
faith and ho ope of his antient people 
I have call d thee by thy. name, thou art mins; 
when thou paſſeſt through the waters, I will 
be with thee ; and through the -rivers, they 
Full not over flow thee; when thou walkeſt. 
through the fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, 

neither ſhall the flame kindle upon thee *, 
Rebyoation conſiſts in ſubmitting our with 
tothe divine will. - And if this is the frame 
of our ſpirits, we ſhall not account any 
afflictions too . to. be born, which 
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WA " 1, 2. Theſe words, e 

our Franſlators, refer to che future time; hut 

they ma as well be underſtood . of the time it: 

and probably relate to the Tf actites pa — 
through the Rad- ea, and the river Fordan ; and 

to the e a 5 

3 their travails thro 5. And 
this paſt experience o 2 = a, ground, o 


e for eime to come. 
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God ſees fit to exerciſe us with. We ſhall 
not defire to have the management of out 
| own affairs, or expect that he ſhou'd ac- 
commodate matters to out wiſh; becauſe 
this wou d be to act as if we were out own, 
in defiance of his right to diſpoſe of us. 
Tris ſubmiſſion alſo ates Re- 
FORMATION, God's rebukes ate oc- 
caſion'd by our faults, and the great end 
propos'd by thoſe rebukes is our ein 
ment; and unleſs they have this effect upon 
us, we cannot be ſaid to ſubmit to our 
| heavenly father. This is what earthly 
rents have in view, when they chaſtiſe fXY 
offspring, to ſecure their obedience for time 
to come. They are not ſatisfied with verbal 
expreſſions of filial reverence, nor with pro- 
miſes of ſubmiſſion ; unleſs their future lives 
prove the ſincerity of thoſe promiſes. Nor 
are we truly ſubject to the father of ſpirits, 
unleſs theſe faults, for which he corrects 
us, are amended. Reformation certainly 
 ſhov'd be the conſequence of affliction, and 
_ often is ſo: Tf they be bound in fetters, and 
holden in cords of affii tion, then be ſheweth 
them their work, and their tranſgreſſions that 
. they have exceeded; be openeth alſo their ear 
g fo diſeipline, and commandeth that they return 
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from iniquity 1, Surely (faith Elihu) it is 
meet to be ſaid unto God, I have born chaſtiſe. 
| ment, I will not offend any more; that which 
I ee not, teach thou me; if. 1 have done 
 Iniguity, I will do no more . 
UBMISSION, alſo includes TA Us T. 
y which I underſtand a pleaſing. expecta - 
ciop of the bleſſings we defire, and want; ;. 
grounded upon a perſuaſion, of the divine 
perfections. Good men have, at ſome critical 
ſeaſons, been inclin'd to = themſel ves; 
Will the Lord caſt off for ever, and will He 
be favourable no more? Is his mercy clean gone 
for ever, doth his promiſe fail far. evermore? 
Hath God forgotten to be gracious: hath. be. 
in anger ſhut up his tender mercies? But this 
is che ane of diffidence, and the cruſt, 
of which I am ſpeaking, conſiders God i in 
2 much more amiable licht, encourageth 
us to depend upon his help in all difficul- 
ties, and his gracious proviſion in all necefli; 1 
ties. His unerring knowledg. and wiſdom "2 
aſſure us that he is acquainted with ns. 2 
moſt intricate affairs, ang qualify d to un- 
dertake the conduct of them. His irreſiſt- 
ible power ought to ſer us beyond the fears 


of any ſucceſsful | oppoſition to bis defigng. 


| neh xxxxvi. 8,9, 10. Job xxxiv. 31, 32. © >. 


* 


b 20 ] 

His goodneſs ſhews that he wants. not in- 
clination to help us. And his, promiſes are 
the promiſes of one who. cannof deny him- 
ſelf, nor alter the thing that, is gone out. of 
bis mouth. Theſe conſiderations therefore, 
added together, give us reaſon to expect a 
mitigation of our troubles, ſufficient degrees, 
of ſtrength to ſupport us under them, and 


a deliverance from them; when the end is 
obtain d for which they were ſent. 88 q 
Tu x foregoing particulars may, diſcover 
to us the nature of that ſubmiſſion which 
we owe to our heavenly father, when he 
corrects us; and the language of his heart 
who is under the proper influence thereof, 
will be this: © Gracious father, I am thine, 
* by the moſt unalienable right and title; 
and thou haſt a greater intereſt in me, 
* than I have in my ſelf. I wou'd not 
*, chuſe my owp lot and portion, becauſe, 
V am not my own maſter, and at + en 

«« diſpoſal ; but make it my 7 that 
thou wou dſt chuſe for me. What Lam, 
« thou haſt made me; and therefore thou 
« ſhalt diſpoſe of my perſon. What I pol- 


2 We, pw ha compminey to we e 
* and if thou takeſt ir 


'« recalleſt what was thy own. Whatever 
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place or rank i in the world thou afligneſt 
« to me, tho it is. that of the meaneſt of 


a4 + 4.4 


7 it entirely to E120 to determine whether 
4 bealth or fickn knefs, riches or erty, 
> bogour or diſgrace a are fitteſt 48d bel 

« me; whatever my outward circumſtances 
» happen to be, as they are of thy appoint- 
* ment, or with thy pe rmiſſion; I will 
think them beſt my elf, I will be chy 


« advocate and vindicate thee with reſpe& 
4 to the e of . and ang 


* and has I he'd diſmiſs thoſe enemies 


60 


7 
* 


of my repoſe, which have cauſed thee 0 


_ « contend with me, and wou'd ſeparate me 
" from thee. IJ am determin d therefore, | 


ee by. that aſſiſtance which thou haſt gra- 
« ciouſly offer'd, ſo to ſubmir to thy 485 
*« pline as to be ſubject to thy commands; 
* and becauſe I am prone to overlook 
« my own defects, I offer my ſelf to thy 
« inſpection, who art the ſearcher of a 

« hearts, and defire that thou wou'dſt 
« ſearch me and know 54 heart, try meand 


for. 
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; ; 


cn © 
% know my thoughts, and ſee if there be an 
« wicked way in me, and lead me inthe way 
&« everlaſting. Thou haſt every thing in 
« thee which is a proper ground and 
foundation of my dependence and con- 
« fidence, far time to come ; I will there- 
fore chearfully caſt my burthen upon, 
* thee, my rock and my ſalvation, depend- 

1 upon an adequate ſupport under it. 
« while it continues; and a joyful deliver- 

« ance from it, at what time, andi in What 

* way thou ſhalt determine. 

II. I. now proceed to the confideration of the 
ſeveral arguments, which are here made uſe 
of, to inforce this duty upon us, and 4 
us to it. 

Tu E arguments for ſubmiſſion to the 
divine being, which the Text makes men- 
tion of, are drawn either from the nearer 

relation which we ſtand in to him, than, to 
our earthly parents, and the more abſolute 
property he hath in us, by vertue of that 
relation—. Or from the greater duration 
and continuance of his authority over us, 
chan that of the fathers of our fle eſp —. Or 
laſtly, from the different manner in which 

we are chaſtiſed by one, and by the other. 


_ 


4 23 ] 

+ fiſt argument for or ſubmiſſion to 
the divine chaſtiſements, is taken from the 
nearer relation which we ſtand in to the ſu- 

preme being, than to our earthly parents; and 

the more abſolute property be hath in us, by 
vertue of that relation. 

Tu E v are only fathers of our - feſp, but 
he is the father of our ſpirits ; and conſe- 
quently the ſubmiſſion we owe to him is 

more entire and abſolute. If by Father, 
we mean Creator (which is a very common 
Signification of the word) the title is only 
applicable to God, both as it reſpects our | 
bodies, and ſouls. But others may not im- | 
properly (tho' in a lower ſenſe) be call'd | 
our fathers, ſince they | have been employ'd | 
by the great architect in giving us being, 2 | 
and made uſe of us as inſtruments 1 in his 

_ rf 1 
S8ov is in n places calld * G | 

of the ſpirits of all fleſh i. And when the 1 

wiſe man is ſpeaking of the diſſolution of 4 
our preſent frame, he ſaith : The duft returns = 
to the earth as it was, and the ſpirit to God 

"ho gave it 2. And no more ſeems to be 

intended by theſe expreſſions, than that he 

created. the ſpirits of all men, and breathed 


— — 


5 Numb. xvi, 22. xxvii 16. * Eccleſ. xi. 7. 
| into 


[44] 
into we „ breath of life. But OY fie 
(be father of ſpirits) ſeems to be aſcrib'd to 
him, in the text, on a further account ; in 
as far as he makes us partakers of a ſpiritual 
and divine natute ; gives a title to, and pre- 
pares us for everlaſting life: 5 Having begot- 
ten us again to a lively hope --- to an inberi- 
tance incorruptible, undefil d, and which Fa- 
derb not away, reſerv'd in heaven for us *. 
Ix is here ſuppos d that earthly parents 
have a right to correct their children, and 
that they are under an obligation of ſubmit- 

ting to thoſe corrections: We have bad fathers 
F our fleſh which corrected us, and we gave 
'them reverence ; i. e. we own'd their autho- 
rity over us, and were excited, partly by 
a ſenſe of ſhame on account of our paſt of- 
fences, and partly by the dread of their fu- 
ture diſpleaſure, to avoid thoſe - faults, for 
time to come, which they corrected us for 


This aer. on the one hand, and ſub- 
miſſion 


83 
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: 2:Peh0k.2. -* The TEL Oat fre- 

quently ſignifies to be affected with ſhame, and 
zs properly uſed of one who is ſo aſham'd, as 

"to ſeek where he may hide himſelf from publick 
Vier. It denates that regard too, which we ovg! 
to ſhew to mankind, "Luke xviii. 2, 4. as 


7 * or alteration as to the courſe 2 
© 4 om 


miſſiao, on the other, ariſe from the rela- * | 
tion it ſelf of which Lam ſpeaking. By te 


. ploy'd as inſtruments in giving others an ex- 
_ iſtence, muſt be oblig d to take care of them, 
and promote their welfare; but this can- 


actions, in order to their ſafety and advan- 
tage. If it appears therefore that correction 


muſt be the duty of children to ſubmit to it. 


1 wou d ein us to any ching that he 


WO AE a 0. aan. 


8 verence which is here * of. 
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law of nature, thoſc perſons who are em- 


not be done effectually, unleſs they have au- 
thority and power to direct and govern their 


is a neceflary means in order to this end, it 


Bur the obligations to ſubmit to our I ö | 


| heavenly father are ſtill more forcible, be- 
cauſe his right ta us, confider'd as our maker, 


is more full and abſolute; he is the father of 1 
our ſpirits in particular, and hath an abſolute 
claim to our ſupreme homage, excluſi ve of 
all ochers. Tho we are under authority to 

our earthly parents, they are under authority 

to God, and ought to act no otherwiſe than 


in ſubordinacion to him; the power they 


claim is derived from him, and therefore if _ f 


—ↄꝝiꝛ—w— — — 


ons. And chaſe ſeveral | Ggnifications of the word, 
taken together, will ſhew the nature of that re- 


prohibits, 508 


[26 1 


| prohibits, God is to be o 


bey'd, and not man. 
We may be compel'd to ſubmit to their 
rigorous chaſtiſements, but we muſt never 
be ſubje& to their unjuſt commands ; our 
hearts muſt be kept entire for God, and in 
every inſtance own and ſtoop to his ſu- 
perior government. 

Tu x divine being is alſo the father of 
our ſpirits, in an eminent manner, as we 
are regenerated, and advanced toa new and 
more excellent life; and this new relation, 
with the glorious Privileges attending it, 
juſtly demand a proportionate reſpe& : for 


that which increaſeth the obligation, ſhou'd 


alſo increaſe the ſubmiſſion. In a word, his 
authority over us is founded in an abſolute 
right to us, and therefore our ſubmiſſion to 
him ought to be abſolute; while that which 
we owe to others, muſt always be limited 
and reſtrain'd. 

Tur ſum of the argument, from the 

rticular under preſent conſideration, is 
this: If filial reverence is owing to our 
earthly parents, and a ſubmiſſion to their 
chaſtiſements, on account of the relation 
they ſtand in to us, and the authority they 
have over us; our heavenly father, who is 
more intimately related to us, and hath a 


fo] 


more abſolute authority over us, may juſtly | 
claim a greater degree of ſubmiſſion from 
us, under his rebukes. 
2. We have greater reaſon to ſubmit to the 
correftions of our heavenly father, than to 
thoſe of our earthly parents; becauſe of the 
longer duration or continuance of his authority 
over Us. | 
WHEN the author of this epiſtle ſaith: 
We have had fathers of our fleſh which cor- 
refed us, and we gave them reverence, he 
manifeſtly ſpeaks of the time paſt ; and ſeems 
to intimate that the exerciſe of that autho- 
rity was then at an end, and conſequently 
the ſubmiſſion required by it. Bur this 
matter is more plainly hinted to us by what 
follows, where ſpeaking of earthly parents, 
he adds: They verily for a few days chaſten'd 
us. Indeed the whole term of a man's life 
is ſometimes ſpoken of in this diminutive. 
manner, when the great uncertainty of it is 
mention'd, or when it is compar'd with 
eternity. But the deſign of the holy pen- 
man ſeems to be this, to ſignify that there is 
a time when the authority of earthly parents, 
_ with reſpe& to their * doth in We? 
great meaſure ceaſe. | 


When they are grown up to ſuch a degree: 


I — | | 
N 
I the firſt ſtage of life, when children 
are wholly incapable of governing them- 
ſelves, their actions ought to be regulated 
by thoſe who ſtand in the neareſt relation 
to them; and to whoſe care God hath: 
in an eſpecial manner commirted chem. 


of knowledge and underſtanding, as to be 
capable of ſelf government; yet as long as 
they are parts of their parents family, choſe. 
parents may, as heads of that family, la- 
fully exerciſe authority over them, But 
when children by their parents conſent, have 
enter'd upon a ſeparate management of their 
own concerns; they are releas d from many 
former inſtances of ſubmiſſion: tho they 
Will always owe to them a great N 20 _ 
honour and reverence. © 15 
Bu T the caſe is quite othierividh with | 
reſpect to our heavenly father. As long as 
we continue in this preſent world, we are 
to be conſider d as under age, we can never 
be free from his authority and government, 
nor act as lords over our ſelves; and con- 
en there is no part of life wherein 
we can be excus'd, and exempred from the 


ſubmiſſion which he requires. The autho- 
rity of our natural parents is moſt abſolute 


acid; — then we AY Jotapable 
of governing our ſelves; but it declines by 
degrees in proportion as we grow up in years, 
and knowledge ; till ac laſt icdwindles away 
zs to ſeveral particulars, and is in a manner 
reſign d and given up, as a truſt committed 
to them only for a time. And the reaſon 
of chis is very manifeſt, becauſe there is a 
time when children become maſters of 
themſelves, and axe as capable of managing 
and directing their own affairs, as their pa- 
rents are. But every one will ſee that the 
parallel doth not hold between the father of - 

our ſpirits, and the fathers of our fleſh. We, . 
can never be ſo capable of chuſing for our- 
ſelves, and conducting our affairs, as an all- 
wiſe God is; and there will always be an 
infinitely greater difference between him and 
the wiſeſt of the ſons of men, than between 
any parents and their offspring. 
Asa it appear'd therefore, by the former 
particular, that our ſubmiſſion to God muſt 
be abſolute, becauſe his authority over us 
is &, ar appears, by this, that it ought to 
be of continuance, and ſubject to no de- 
clenſion, and abatement: ſince there is no 
Portion of life wherein we are not lubje&t 


. h paternal Sovernment. 


i | 

3. e loft argument for iim pon to divine 
ebaſtiſements, is taken from the different man- 
ner in which we are corrected by God, and man- 
_ They chaſten us after their pleaſure, but he 
for our profit ; that we may be partalers of 


his holineſs, and live. The MoTives of 
action are very different in one, and the 


other. All correction ought to proceed from 


love to the perſon, and hatred to the crime, 


and be proportion d to the fault which hath 
been committed; when any therefore cha- 
ſtiſe their children for that which is not 
blame worthy, or in a degree beyond the 
demerits of the crime, or to gratify their 
ungovern d paſſions; they may be ſaid to 
do it after their pleaſure,” or according to 
the preſent humour they are in, withour 
regard to right or wrong. We too often 

find that the diſpleaſure which earthly pa- 
rents diſcover, is owing to their ignorance, 
raſhneſs, or peeviſhneſs; they miſinterpret 


the actions of their children, correct them 


for thoſe things that are not criminal, and 
by that means totally confound their notions 

of right and wrong; they give birth to their 
own reſentments, and carry them to a con- 


ſiderable height, before they have enquired 


whether there is any ſufficient foundation 
E i: for 


8] 
for them. In a word, they are influenced 
by their own unruly paſſions, and when 


they have once begun to contend, they per- 


ſevere without meaſure; and at laſt . 
become wholly implacable. 

Bur God's love to his children, is alice 
which moves him to contend with them : 
Whom. he loves he corrects, even as a father 
the ſon in whom he delights. He doth not act 
with an arbitrary ſeverity towards us, but 
according to the rules of wiſdom, goodneſs, 
faithfulneſs, and moderation. The puniſh- 
ments he inflicts are ſuited (as to their kind, 


degree, and duration, ) to the circumſtances. 


of our caſe. He doth not afflict willingly, nor 
_ grieve the childrenof men; as if he cou'd take 
any pleaſure in the pains which they feel: 1 
need be they are in heavineſs, and not other- 
_ wiſe, and we are aſſured be will not always 
 chide, nor keep his anger for ever. 
As the motives of action are different, 


ſo are the Des1GNs which are to be an- 


ſwer'd, by thoſe chaſtiſements that are in- 
flicted by God, and by man. The end or 

deſign which earthly parents have in view, 
when chey exerciſe this branch of their au- 
thority, is not always juſt, and good: or 
tho the end intended and aim d at is com- 


n | | a 


{mJ 


| mendable, yet the means that ber wean their 

children upon the uſe of, in order to attain 
that end, may be ſinful; and in both theſe 
cafes correction muſt be very irkſom and 
provoking. Tho' ſome perſons have a Ready 
regard to the everlaſting welfare of their 
offspring, yet the principal deſign of the 
greateſt number, and the only deſign of too 
many; is to promote their preſent intereſt, 
and place them in what they account an 
advantageous fituation in this world. 

Bu T the author of every good and per- 
ſect gift is conſtantly affording ſuch un- 
ſuſpected evidences of his paternal concern, 
as cannot leave us in ſuſpence whether he 
intends our advantage, or not. It muſt ne- 
ceſlarily be our profit, and not his own that 
he propoſeth; nor can infinite wiſdom he- 
firare, or be at a loſs to fix upon the moſt 
effectual means in order hereto. 

THe principal advantages which the 
divine corrections are deſign'd, and have a 
rendency to promote, are mention'd, firft, 
more generally: He chaſtens us for our profil. 
And afterward, more particularly : That we 
may be partakers of his holineſs, and live; or 

in other words, that we may be holy at pre- 


| ſent, and happy i in the final iſſue of things. 
| Others 


t 


Se us under conſtraints as to 
our external conduct, but he influenceth our 

ſpirits, and commands our hearts: By thir 
our inijuities are purg d, and this is the ſa- 
lutary fa of cunreſtion ta tale away firs 
They, may entail earthly poſſe ſſions upon 
us, but it is he alone who can convey to us 
a ea inheritance; and ſure it ſhou'd 

e accounted: very great privilege 70 En- 
dure. temptation, (i. e. afflictions deſign d for 
our 8 try d. 
_ we-ſhall receive à crown of life.” 12328 
I ſpeaking of the different manner in 
which we are chaſtiſed by God, and man; 
we may alſo conſider both thie K 18 D, and 
DE err of correftion. - Some parents 
contend perpetually,” and malte ſevere re- 
marks upon every little error and miſcar- 
_ riage, and by that means render them- 
ſelves objects of dread; and àverſion; ſoas 
to forbid their childrens affection, and loſe 
their own authority, at the ſame time. 
Many do not diſtinguiſh as they ſhou d be- 
tween greater and leſs offences, but diſeover 
the ſame degree of reſentment to all; and 
the uſual conſequence of ſuch a conduct, is 
that their d have as great a dread ; 
of Us ſmalleſt miſeatriages, as of the moſt 
0 7. 71 E wn : — 
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renders them obdurate, „N 
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aggravated :* becauſe they , expect to ſuffer 


alike for both. Others, when they ſee fit 


to contend; do it with a blameable rigour, 
and in ſuch a manner as too plainly diſcovers 
that they are indulging their own paſſions 
which inſtead of reclaiming che diſobedient, 


the ſparks of revenge. 

Bor he — chit bibarwdas cs 
man, hath a perfect knowledge of his frame, 
and underftands the propereſt methods, and 
fitteſt ſeaſons of acceſs. Tho' we are con» 


tinually offending him, yer he is not always 


contending with us; e are encourag'd by 
bis ſmiles, 9s well as awd by his dest 

nings : and it is then only chat he chaſtens 
us, when our intereſt manifeſtly requires 
it, and his faichfulneſs obligeth him to it. 
When he viſits us with his rebukes, the de- 


grees of affliction are not greater than the 


degrees of our offences; and if a leſs aſſliction 
works kindly upon us, and makes us tract · 
able, he willingly lays aſide his rod. As to 
thoſe inflictions which carry in them the 
greateſt appearance of ſeverity, they are les 


than we deſerve, and no more than are ne- 


oeſſary to ſecure that ſubmiſſion which 1s 
r 5 10 


Havino 


a7 


—— to thew y 
What fort of fubmitfffon it is that 

to our heavenly father, and to preſent to you 
thoſe arguments in # proper Rght, Which 
are made uſe of to enforee this duty upon | 
15 and reconcile vs o ik? N 252, 
mm. f guet „ be praticat gau 
5 ment of t SRO, ek N00 bean 
Ap here 1 ſhall appfy boch to tho 
who are not ſufficiently atected wich the 
evils of the preſent life, and alſo to ſuch as 
are inclin'd to magnify the burdens to hich 
theyare fubſect; and chen give you an ac- 
count of fuch encouragements as are affurded 
to good perſons; under all * nn 
which they meet wich. % nhisu beigen 
1. Do not fup port ber weten uch uin 
Ber of living \extnipt from "Sons, 
at mankind are commonty li ali ix 
Ix preſent experience-dodlinobeonvines 
you, future experienes may, and probably 
will, that mankind aus born to traue, ds the = 
Hurts ft upward. You are partakcers df 
the ſame nature, and placed in che -like 
ſituation with others; and this ſnou d teen 
you to expect. and make proviſion / for 
what ever may bly  befal creatures, 
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136 1 
is eſtabliſn d 3 of long continuance,; the 
Alike calamities which have befall'n others, | 
may become your portion in a little time; 
what is their lot one day, maꝝ be yours 
the next. Tou are very much ſtrangers to 
the world you live in, and to your ſelves, 
if you are not aware that innumerable eyils 
tread upon your heels, ſurround you at 
all times, and in every place; ſo that it is 
much more ſurpriſing they did not overtake 
You ſooner, "An that you ae them 
ſo long. P2443 4 7119 861 454-438 
Tux Sm any. ching in which 
mankind diſcover their folly more, than 
promiſing themſelves a long and uninter. 
rupted train of pleaſing occurrences. and 
placing the evil day out of fight, It may 
reaſonably be imagin' d that things will fre · 
Juently fall out contrary to their expecta- 
tions, and when this is the caſe, they are 
in danger of being ſhock'd and confounded 
at the ap of tryals, merely becauſe 
they were unexpected. But the caſe is quite 
otherwiſe with thoſe who have made them- 
ſelves familiar with afflictions, while. at a 
diſtance. The foreſight and expectation of 
wiſe and conñ̃derate men, in regard to thoſe 
he Rt * happen, 705 


21 
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have; miuch — <fe@t105 1h9; fant. 9+ 


 thers ; it will rouze,- and ſtir them up to 


action. They loo with.-cloſe; attention 


upon ſickneſs and poverty, injuries and diſ- 


grace, before they come; and this puts them 
into a poſture of defence, n0d-greedly le- 


ens the power: thereof . rio HAU 
2. Do not create to en imaginary 
* and render li . n. A Thaw 
you need 10 4. by r. 2 = TE FUIRIE TL 
As ſome tame think of aftiQions 
av al, till they come upon them; ſo others 
are ſubtle at inventing,” and perpetuating 


them; as if the unavoidable burdens of the 


preſent life were not a ſufficient exerciſeof 
their faith, and patience. Unleſs we are 
very attentive to the conduct of particular 
perſons, it will not be eaſy to eonceive how 
great a proportion of their afſſictions are 
owing to their own folly. The preſent 


Durden of life, confider'd in itſelf, and ba- 
lanced with thoſe ſupports which are at 
hand; is not ſo conſiderable, as that which 
ariſeth from e reflectioneugon what | 
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riſing from preſent troubles hath upon & 
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ts paſt, and fearfu} expectations of what m 
| Mens memories are made uſt of lis 
torment them with the ſenſe of former evils, 
and their fears predict terrible things for the 
future; they haue — 
in view; ſome of which are perſuiug, and 
others meeting'them ; ſo that che mind is 
continually tortured and — me | 
one and the ocber. 
Tus anxious Weupbs or Golicirude; is 
* Chrift cautions bis diſciples againſt, 
Take therefore no far the morrow, for 
be e tale thought far tbe things 
of ite; fufficient unto the day is the evi] 
thereof . Which words contain A plain 


prohibition of thoſe cares that are more pro- 


per for the future, than the preſent time, 


There is ordinarily no part of life ſo free | 
from trouble, but that it affords ſufficienc 


employment; and therefore you ſhoud not 


male an addition to Rr 
by foreboding and anticipating 
meta diſtance. Do not, to day, eee 
Jour ſelves thoſe afflictions which belong to 


roaſon to 


185 1 


Ir may elſo be of ſervice to e 
thoſe afflictions, which are of your own ſeeks 


ing, do not admit of ſo eaſy à cure as others 
2 for; thoſe which yow are not able 


to foreſee, or cannot prevent, that are un- 


deſeryedly laid upon you by others, or he 
ſees proper to inflict himſelf; you may ap- 
ply to him under, with expectation of relief. 


But the caſe is otherwiſe, both wich reſpect 


to thoſe evils which are only imaginary, 
and 'fuch real troubles as you have mani- 
feſtiy brought upon 
| anne of und which caus'd thoſe grie: 
vances; that have no real foundation, will 
prevent a cure; and you have much leſs 


hound deliver you from thoſe· complaints, 
which were matter of r 
than from ſuch as were unavoidable. 


ney is bear the burdens, which are laid upon us. 
Wurn we 


have a new part to act; and are Lacs 
carefully to. conpder r d 
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yourſelves. The fame 
to expoct chat the ſupreme being 
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are placed in circumſtances 
different From what we were in before, we 
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Under a ime of affliction the divine oracles 
inform us that we fſhou'd neither deſpiſe the 
ehaſtening of the Lord, nar. faint: when: be re · 
lues . And if we are careful to avoid theſe, 
extremes, our conduet wn be anker 
dur condition n iH % 

Wꝝ may be ſaid 6e defdile the chaſteriing: 
ef the Lord, when we ſet light by it, grow 
inſenſible of it, and incorrigible under it. 
This was the complaint againſt Fudab: In 
vain. babe I ſmitten your children, they re- 
cgeived us correction. On the contrary we 
mighty band of God, and it was the reſolu- 
tion of his antient people to bear. the indige 
nation f the Bats, b ty e 
et bim. 

WW may be ſaid 0 bn ee 
vine rebukes, when our faith, and hope in 
God, and our love to him ſuffer declenſi- 
ons, on account of his chaſtiſements; and 
eſpecially hen we retreat and dra back 
fm our vow'd allegiance. +. This is ut- 


a” Heb. Ali. 50 2 In ü. 30. a Mich. vii, 9, 


4 The word ixauw, which we tranſlate to faint, 
Ggnifies to retreat, or draw back as cowards do in 
time of war, when preſs'd with 'dangers ; and 


8 5 Gal. vi. 9. 


terly 


* 


l 
terly inconſiſtent with the obligations we are 
under, 7 endure Bardfhip as good lier, of 
| 1 Chriſt. 

ISA AL L now offer ſome confillerations 
which, if duly attended to, will help to re- 
concile us to our afflictions. If we do but 
impartially weigh matters, we ſhall be con- 

vinced that we frequently ſtand in need of 
this ſort of diſcipline. The gentle arts of 
perſuaſion, and the allurements of kindneſs 
may operate well upon thoſe who are of 
a tractable diſpoſition; but in head-ſtrong 
and obſtinate tempers, the mild admonitions 
of God's word, and the endearing methods I 
of his providence ſeldom have the defired  } 

effect. The malignant nature of their di- 
ſtemper is ſuch, that no methods but thoſe 

of ſeverity are like to effect their cure; this 
was the caſe of the prodigal in the parable, 
who had no thoughts of returning to his 
father, and owning his authority, till ex- 
treme neceſſity drove him to it. And if 4 
our behaviour, towards the ſupreme being, 1 
is ſuch as to render tryals of this nature I 
neceſſary, in order to our reformation ; no- 

ching can be more reaſonable than our fub- 
minen under then. | 


Ji; 
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under the ſmart of God's rod; but when 
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Ir ought to be a great ſupport under 


the burdens we feel, to conſider that a being 
of all perfẽctions hath the direction of our 


affairs. If we did but believe, as we ought, 

that the world is govern'd by ſuch a being, 
and that he —_— and orders the con- 
cerns of mankind; we ſhou'd conclude that 
all matters are manag'd for us in a better 
manner, than they cou'd be if we had the on- 
ly care thereof: and this wou'd at once ſilence 
our complaints, ſuppreſs our fears, and re- 


concile us to all events, how afflictive ſoever · 


LE T it be further conſider d, that tho 


che preſent ſmart, which accompanies afflic- 


tion, may for a time conceal from us the 
benefit of it; yet there are many advantages 
ariſing from thence, which will in time 
diſcover themſelves. This is frequently 
made uſe of as a curb to hold in daring 

offenders, and reſtrain the bold efforts of their 
lawleſs luſts, and paſſions. By this men be- 


come acquainted with themſelves, eſtabliſh'd 


in their good reſolutions, enabled to over- 
come the world, and alſo to maintain, and 
wr dd their conqueſt over it, when ob- 

tain d. Even good perſons find too great 
an inclination to grow impatient and peeviſh, 


they 


141 


pee from their diſorder, and ſee the 
natural tendeney of ſuch penal evils as have 
overtaken them; they will be ready to ac- 
knowledge it was good yu them that they 
were afflicted. 

Tnro' we groan under the Wande of 
affliction, yet nothing has bappen'd to us but 
what is common to men; our caſe is far 
from being ſingular, we have many examples 
before us of perſons who have been exer- 
cis'd in the like manner, and came off with 
reputation and glory. The P/alnift aſſures 
us, in his time, that many were the affiittions 
of the righteous." And the diſciples of Chriſt 
are warn'd that thro much 1 they 
muſt enter into the kingdom of heaven, The 
apoſtle Paul, ſpeaking of himſelf and other 
Chriſtians, faith: Ve are made a pecbacli 
unto the world, and to angels, and to men 
even unto this preſent hour 'we both hunger 
and thirft, and are naked, and are buffeted, 
and have no certain dwelling- place. being | 
reviled, we bleſs ; being perſecuted, we ſuffer if ; . 
being defam'd, we entreat; we are made as 
the filth of the world, and are the off: ſcouring 
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— Such were their ; 
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1 1 Cor. iv. 9, 11, 12. 13. 
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moderating all its afflictions. But this is 


z 
** 
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_ ſufferings, and yet theſe were accounted by 


them but light and momentary ; and ſome, 
tho they were tortured, accepted not deliver- 
ance, that they might obtain a better reſur- 


rection. But that which ſhou'd afford the 


greateſt encouragement, and excite in us a 


holy ambition to bear our afflictions with 


patience, and reſignation; is the example 


of the author and finiſher of our faith, who 
for the joy that was ſet before him endur d 


the croſs, deſpifing the ſhame, and is ſet down 


on the right hand of the throne of God. Let 


us therefore confider him that endured ſuch 
contradiction of finners againſt himſelf, left 


we be weary d, and faint in our way *. 


Ir we are true to God, and faithful to 


ourſelves, we have greater ſupports under 


preſent troubles, and a fuller enjoyment 
of the good things we poſſeſs, than others 
can pretend to. One wou'd imagine that 
thoſe, whoſe views are confin'd to this world, 


and who have nothing good to expect or 


hope for beyond it; ſhou'd take the moſt 


likely methods of enjoying all the ſatisfac- 


tion which it is capable of affording, and of 


— 
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ſo far from being the caſe, that they neither 


underſtand how to bear the want and ab- 


ſence of what they deſire, to endure the loſs 
of what they at preſent enjoy, nor to uſe. 
their poſſeſſions with that moderation and 
reſerve, which alone can make them a4 
bleſſing to them. Different paſſions and 

appetites divide, and hurry them different 
ways. They have a greater eagerneſs of 
deſire, to the preſent world, than others; 
and yet none are leſs capable of ſatisfying 
ſuch a deſire, than themſelves. They are 
render'd liable to perpetual diſappointments; 
by the abuſe of their comforts, but they 
are unable to bear thoſe diſappointments, 

when they come. On the other hand, thoſe 


who are under the influence of a divine 


principle, know how to enjoy what they 
poſſeſs, and to want what their heavenly 
father doth not think proper for them; and 
therefore have arguments ſufficient to make 
the burden of life tolerable, and the thoughts 
of death comfortable. Their minds are 
freed from many fruitleſs cares and fears, 
which diſtract others; by which means 
they become more fit for the e diſ- 
8 of 8 dug. 5 3h 


uS. 


* 


1 
To what hath been ſaid, I ſhall only 
add the confideration of the glorious iſſue 
which our afflictions, duly improv'd, will 
have. Tho' we are ſtrangers and pilgrims 
here, yet we look upon our ſelves as heirs 
of a glorious inheritance hereafter; and 
therefore ſhou'd not lay a great ſtreſs upon 
the entertainment we meet with in our way 
to the promiſed poſſeſſion: eſpecially when 
we conſider of how ſhort a continuance all 
aur preſent troubles ſhall be, and what will 
be che conſequence of them. In a ſhort 
ſpace of time our warfare ſhall be accom- 
pliſh'd, we ſhall ref? from our labours, and 
our works follow us. Tho' the wants which 


we find ourſelves ſubje& to in this preſent 


world, will afford ſome cauſe of anxiety 
and complaint; yet they will be but of 
ſhort continuance: The needy ſhall not always 
be forgotten, the expectation of the poor ſhall 
wot periſh for ever.” 'We may now weep and 
lament on various accounts, but when a few 
years, a few months, or days have paſſed 
over us; our ſorrow ſhall be turned into Jos 
and our joy no man ſhall take from us. In 
a word, our preſent light affliftions, which 
re but jw a moment, | ſhall work out for 
u 
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us @ far more exceeding, and eternal weight 
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of glory; which will fully compenſate 
12 * | — 
for the difficulties we paſs through to it. 
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